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Students & Technology 
by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 

 
 The students of today have become used to having various types of technology in the 
classroom. For example, most of our classrooms today are equipped with document cameras 
that have more or less replaced the overhead projector.  

The document camera used alone (connected to the teacher’s projector) can be a great 
way to project on a grand scale for the whole class any object held underneath, whether a book, 
or a drawing or a leaf. With the document camera’s ability to magnify any object, often up to 
1200 times the original size, what a great way to share the properties of an object with the 
whole class. Imagine examining the tiny veins of a leaf for a science lesson. 

When the document camera is connected to a teacher’s laptop, the image of whatever 
the teacher is showing on the computer screen can then be projected large scale, a great way 
for teachers to share websites or original content the teacher has created with the whole class 
to enhance instruction. The teacher can even connect iPads in the same to optimize the use of 
a single mobile device in the classroom. 
  Technology is a great motivator for students. During many classroom visits this past 
year, it was always remarkable to see the eagerness with which students were willing to share 
their work with classmates using various forms of technology. As more and more of our 
classrooms have access to shared laptop carts, for example, students are eager to do online 
research or create PowerPoint presentations. 
 One such example, near the end of school, was Zane Klein’s 4th grade classroom at 
Mesa Elementary. Dropping by one day, Mrs. Klein introduced me to her class and asked which 
of her students were interested in sharing their (Microsoft) PowerPoint presentations. 
Remembering my own school days and how most of us dreaded having to get up in front of the 
rest of the class to do or say anything, I was amazed that virtually every hand enthusiastically 
shot up, ready to share their presentations. Their presentations were truly impressive. Delaney 
Barton, Allie Berg, and Mary Brandt did remarkable presentations on immigration, covering the 
historical Ellis Island and many related stories, including their own ancestors. Other presenters 
included Jayla Franklin-Sullivan and Quincie Molina. Other historical topics were covered, and 
several presentations about the Dust Bowl Days were particularly interesting. 
 These kids were extremely extrovert and eager to share their work, and especially 
noteworthy was the way they helped each other, collaborating on their work. If one struggled 
with downloading and inserting a photograph, another would say, “Oh! I can help you with that!” 
One student, Allison Arias, summed it up pretty well when I asked her about using the 
technology, “It’s a way that we learn something in a very fun, non-boring way!”  

Of course, a great teacher creates this kind of environment. As Bill Gates noted, 
“Technology is just the tool…” 
 

 
Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy is the Instructional Technology Coordinator for the Clovis Municipal Schools and can be reached at 

cindy.kleyn-kennedy@clovis-schools.org 


